THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
prices of commodities will fall, the volume of exchange will
swell, and the average standard of life will be materially
improved. The industrial efficiency of the country will be
vastly increased. But the saving which will arise from the
destruction of parasitism and Dick Turpinism must he
fairly distributed. Some of it will, of course, go to cheapen
commodities, and this will at once improve the standard of
living at home and increase our efficiency as competitors
in foreign markets. But that will not absorb the whole
advantage. Both a reduction in working hours and an
increase in wages will be possible. Sweating will disappear.
Women's cheaply paid labour will no longer compete with
men's. Industry will be steadied, and unemployment, as
we now know it, will cease. The road to the Socialist State
will be opened xtp/
Here a little,, there a. little, never much change at a time.
4 Socialism/ he says again, ^ marks the growth, of society,
not the uprising of a class.* Then, after all, the Socialist will
not have arrived at his journey's end. Socialism will be the
fairy gold at; the rainbow's end. It was by this temporising
policy that MacDonald sought to provide a common ground
between the Independent: Labour Party and the Trade, Unions.
That Hardie did not fully appreciate the real meaning of
MacDonald's opportunism is obvious, He would have de-
nounced it if he had, MacDonald'K political strategy was
easy and safe, but was surely the last that should bo adopted
by a Socialist pioneer.
While visiting India with his wife in 1910, MacDonald had
to return to England to fight Leicester once more. He won
handsomely both then and later in the same year. The number
of Labour Members of the independent type in the House
increased from 29 to 42, and at the first 1910 General Election
the Labour vote showed an increase of 183,506, Labour was
moving rapidly forward. The first business of the new House
of Commons was the Parliament Bill, a measure to curb the
power of the House of Lords* This was a subject after Mac-
Donald's own heart. It was just that kind of academic question
on which he could display that dialectic dexterity in debate
and readiness in reply that make him such a formidable
controversialist.
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